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“Light and shade of major power’s cooperation
in the UN”

Takahiko Tsubouchi

For a long time the start of the Cold War obstructed the true func-
tion of the UN but the close of the Cold War is clarifying US-
Russian harmony and the restoration of UN functions. A more posi-
tive attitude is being shown, not only towards US-Russian relations
but also to human rights and environmental problems.

While this is something to be pleased about, the negative side
of UN function expansion must not be neglected.

The diplomatic policy doctrines of the US and Russia, which
sustain serious consideration of the UN, must themselves be taken
seriously. In a word, we can see the two-sidedness of the globalism
with which both the US and Russia are trying to cope with prob-
lems common to mankind and the realism of their great power har-
mony and serious national interest.

Looking back, the UN was founded after experiencing the con-
flict between the principles of Wilson idealism, anti-colonialism and
equal sovereignty and the realism and great power leadership of
power politics and with the agreement of the great powers and me-

dium and small nations.
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In short, reinforcing UN functions with US-Russian harmony
courts the risk of control by the great powers and great power des-
potism. That can be demonstrated logically and already the indica-
tions are there.

Although the expected role of the great powers is to promote
the globalism which was clearly pro-third world, it is indispensable
for the future expansion of the UN to strengthen the functions of
the General Assembly and to demand that the great powers exercise
self control.

Even so, as for the UN function of removing the cause of con-
flict father than dealing with a sudden outbreak of conflict after the
event, we can not expect too much of the great powers in the UN.
The clearer it seems that there is a danger of the common battle
lines of the northern developed countries being extended against the
countries of the south, the more difficult does the prospect of a solu-
tion to the north-south problem become.

This is because attention is drawn to the economic and social prob-
lems of famine, poverty, economic gap (directly connected to the
capacity for solving the north-south problem) and to the roots of
diversified racial, national, religious and cultural conflicts and efforts
must be made to banish war through multilateral national coope-
ration.

While globalism is being promoted, the UNU has a major role in
strengthening the UN’s function of eliminating the causes of conflict.

The UNU is a research instrumentality which is having its re-
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search deepened by maintaining a balance between the complicated
tangle of problems involving both the environment and development.
Also, I would expect that the role of the UNU is to discover the
concept of a general peace-keeping function which includes the
solution to economic and social problems.

At the same time, it is important also to concentrate the results
of research in more diversified areas and wider academic domains for
which research in the developed countries of Europe and the US is
not equipped. In order to prevent the UN being controlled by the
great powers and advanced countries, diversified research must be
extended from the stand-point of the smaller countries and develop-
ing countries, and the results must be widely spread.

In the last analysis, how to coordinate the strengths of both glob-
alism, universality, consolidation.and homogeneity on the one hand
and ethnic aboriginality, diversity, culture and heterogeneity on the
other hand is a matter which must be dealt with.
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